Tracheoinnominate fistula in a Duchenne muscular dystrophy patient: successful management with an endovascular stent.
Tracheoinnominate fistula is a rare but often fatal complication occurring in Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) patients with long-term tracheostomy. We report a 16-year-old boy with DMD who developed a fistula causing massive haemorrhage 26 months after tracheostomy. Due to the high risk of perioperative complications, a minimally invasive technique with placement of an endovascular stent grafting the innominate artery was performed. The patient was successfully managed and recovered uneventfully. We believe that endovascular repair of tracheoinnominate fistula by stent grafting may be the treatment of choice in severely compromised patients and that clinicians who treat tracheostomised DMD patients should be familiar with this management strategy.